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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  HEMSWORTH 


Public  Health  Department, 
Adis  combe  House, 
Barnsley  Road, 

Hems worth . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council® 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  1959  on  tfye 
health  and  health  services  in  your  district.  The  form  of  presentation  is  but 
little  altered  from  previous  years,  the  only  changes  being  in  some  rates 
required  to  be  included  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Details  of  the  personal  health  services  administered  by  me  as  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  have  again  been  included  for 
your  information  and  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  has  given  his  report 
on  the  detailed  work  of  his  department.  His  report  is  complementary  to  my 

own. 


The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  mid  year  population  to  be  52,190, 
an  increase  of  390  on  the  corresponding  figure  for  1958. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  is  now  15,251  compared  with  15,176  last 
year,  an  increase  of  75<>  There  were  1,100  live  births  compared  with  1,121  in 
1958  and  26  still  births  compared  with  28  in  the  previous  year. 

I am  happy  to  report  that  there  was  no  maternal  death  during  the  year0 

31  infants  died  during  their  first  year,  3 more  than  in  1958,  whilst  the 
total  deaths  at  all  ages  numberec  400,  a reduction  of  55  on  the  previous 
year's  figure. 

There  were  967  notifications  of  infectious  diseases,  84  fewer  than 
in  the  preceding  year,  and  of  which  675  were  measles.  It  was  noted  in  the 
report  for  1958  that  measles  was  prevalent  in  the  district  dinring  November 
and  December  and  this  continued  during  the  first  half  of  1959>  few  parishes 
escaping. 

There  was  a marked  fall  in  notifications  of  dysentery  but  notifications 
of  food  poisoning  increased  to.  29  from  6 in  1958. 

There  was  one  case  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  in  an  unvaccinated  child 
aged  eleven  months.  Fortunately  the  paralysis  cleared  and  left  no  residual 
disability.  Young  people  in  their  teens  and  early  twenties  failed  to  accept 
protective  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis.  There  was  an  early  rush  at 
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evening  sessions  specially  arranged  by  local  authority  medical  officers,  but 
after  the  first  enthusiastic  response  there  were  very  few  attenderso  Children 
of  school  age  and  infants,  on  the  other  hand  continued  to  accept  protective 
vaccination  in  satisfactory  numbers. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  figures  were  disappointing,  whooping  cough  and 
tetanus  encouraging  and  smallpox  vaccination  very  poor. 

Protective  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  has  improved  by  a 10 % increase 
in  the  acceptance  figures# 

The  health  visiting  staff  whose  selective  visiting  is  an  established 
policy  undertake  all  types  of  home  visits  whether  it  be  to  young  children, 
elderly  and  chronic  sick,  tuberculosis  cases  or  expectant  mothers#  By  their 
training  they  are  equipped  to  advise  on  most  social  and  welfare  problems  and 
also  on  many  medical  ones#  It  is  in  the  interests  of  all,  that  they  should 
work  in  close  co-operation  with  the  family  doctor  as  do  the  home  nurses  and 
the  midwives # 

I am  satisfied  that  all  three  nursing  services  have  maintained  the  high 
standard  expected  of  them  during  the  year  and  I would  like  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  their  work#  The  clinic  voluntary  workers  also  deserve  the 
thanks  of  evoiyone  connected  with  the  clinics  and  I am  happy  to  express  my 
thanks  to  them# 

Once  again  I have  to  report  that  after  care  arrangements  under 
Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  have  generally  worked  well# 

Finally  in  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  my  colleagues  and  my  staff  for 
their  help  during  the  year,  and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  their  continued  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department# 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.S#  WALTERS. 

MB#,  Ch0Bo,  DoPoH# 

Medical  Officer  of  Health# 
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PART  ONE 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  of  the  District 
Population  (estimated  mid  1959) 
Rateable  Value  (at  31 ® 12 . 59) 

Product  of  ldo  rate  (at  31ol2.59) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (estimated 

31.12.59) 


29,019  acres. 

52,190. 

£400,918. 

£1,  656. 
15,251. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Male. 

Female . 

Total, 

Legitimate 

554 

512 

1,066 

Illegitimate 

J -1 

-11 

H 

571 

529 

1,100 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE: 

Crude 

21.1  per 

1,000  estimated  population. 

Adjusted 

20*7  P©r  1,000  estimated  population. 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

Male. 

Female. 

To  tal , 

Legitimate 

10 

14 

24 

Illegitmate 

_2 

_2 

12 

14 

26 

Still  Birth  Rate 

23.1  per 

1,000  live 

and  still  births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total , 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

583 

543 

lr126 

Infant  Death  (total)  Legitimate 

17 

13 

30 

Illegitimate 

1 

--- 

_1 

18 

13 

31 

*"  " 

— 

r= 

5 


Male. 

Female, 

Total, 

Infant  Death  (under  4 weeks) 

Legitimate 

11 

8 

19 

Illegitimate 

— 

— — 

— — 

11 

8 

19 

INFANT  MORTALITY  .RATE : 

Total 

28o2 

per  1,000  total 

live  births. 

Legitimate 

28<>1 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births. 

Illegitimate 

29<>4  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births , 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (infants 

under  4 weeks)  17 o 3 per  1,000  total  live  births. 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  live  births 

4*4$ 

iviatemal  Deaths 

Nil. 

Deaths » 

Male . 

Female . 

Total , 

All  age  groups 

231 

169 

400 

Death  Rate, 


Crude 

Adjusted 


7«7  per  1»000  estimated  popuiation0 
11.1  per  1,000  estimated  population® 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS. 


1?59 

1958 

1251 

1255 

1252 

BIRTH  RATE 

(adjusted) 

Rural  District 

20  o 7 

21.2 

21.5 

21.4 

20.8 

West  Riding 

I6c7 

16.9 

I6.7 

16.5 

15.4 

England  and  Wales 

16.5 

16.4 

16.1 

15.7 

15.0 

STILL  BIRTH 

RATE 

Rural  District 

25.1 

24«4 

25.1 

22.9 

21.1 

West  Riding 

20.4 

22.8 

25.9 

23.1 

26.4 

England  and  Wales 

20.7 

21.6 

22.4 

23.0 

23.1 

DEATH  RATE 

(adjusted) 

Rural  District 

11.1 

12.8 

10.8 

12.1 

11.3 

West  Riding 

12.7 

15.0 

12.7 

12.9 

12.3 

England  and  Wales 

11.6 

11.7 

11.5 

11.7 

11.7 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

Rural  District 

28.2 

25.0 

24.0 

30.7 

35.6 

West  Riding 

24.0 

24«4 

26.4 

27.I 

26.2 

England  and  Wales 

22.0 

22.5 

23.0 

23.8 

24o9 
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The  principle  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  table 


Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory. 

4 

4 

Other  infective  disease 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomaoh 

5 

6 

11 

hfelignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

15 

— 

15 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  other  sites 

18 

16 

34 

Diabetes 

1 

5 

6 

Vascular  lesion  of  nervous  system 

25 

27 

52 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

37 

18 

55 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

5 

10 

Other  heart  disease 

17 

29 

46 

Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

6 

14 

Influenza 

4 

2 

6 

Pneumonia 

11 

6 

17 

Bronchitis 

24 

8 

32 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

— 

5 

Uloer  of  stomach  and  dueodenum 

4 

_ 

4 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

4 

— 

4 

Congenital  malformation 

6 

4 

10 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  disease 

11 

24 

35 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

10 

10 

All  other  accidents 

11 

5 

16 

Suicide 

5 

2 

7 

{ 

TOTAL 

231 

169 

400 

» 

As  in  previous  years  vascular  lesions  affecting  the  brain  and  the  heart  are 
the  greatest  numerical  cause  of  death,  followed  by  malignant  new  growths  and 
respiratory  diseases.  One  can  only  draw  attention  to  the  needless  and  shocking 
loss  of  life  indicated  by  the  last  three  of  the  listed  causes  of  death* 
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INFANT  MORTALI TY . 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  death  of  all  infants  under  1 
year  of  age  classified  into  age  groups s- 


Cause  of  Death 

Age  Groups „ 

Total 

Under 

1 week 

1=2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

weeks 

1-3 

mths 

3-6 

mths 

6=y 

mths 

9-12 

mths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Pneumonia 

i 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

5 

Influenza 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Prematurity 

11 

6 

5 

11 

Congenital 

Malformations 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

6 

6 

12 

Birth  Injuries 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

15 

2 

1 

i 

3 

4 

3 

2 

18 

13 

1 

31 

An  increase  of  5 infant  deaths  on  the  1958  figure  is  disappointing®  It 
would  seem  probable  that  some  at  least  of  the  11  premature  babies  who  died  in 
the  first  week  might  have  been  saved g not  by  action  after  they  were  bonij  for 
by  then  it  is  probably  too  late  to  save  the  very  small  and  immature;,  but  by 
ensuring  that  greater  ante  natal  care  is  available  to  the  mother  and  that  she 
for  her  part  takes  more  care  in  the  later  months  of  pregnancy® 


Vital  statistics  for  the  various  parishes  are  shown  in  the  following 
tablet- 


Population 

(est) 

Lire  Births 

Deaths 

Death 

Still 

Births 

Parish 

Area 
(Acres ) 

M 

F 

M 

F 

under 

1 year 

Ackworth 

2645 

4508 

37 

30 

26 

12 

2 

1 

Bad  sworth 

1547 

178 

1 

2 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Billingley 

863 

118 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Brierley  with 
Grimethorpe 

2583 

7958 

89 

96 

28 

26 

7 

1 

Great  Houghton 

1649 

2399 

24 

28 

14 

8 

1 

- 

Harercroft 

1364 

2216 

29 

32 

13 

6 

2 

3 

Hessle,  Hill  Top  & 
Wragby 

900 

145 

5 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Hunt wick,  Foulby  & 
Nostell 

1189 

342 

6 

1 

4 

1 

- 

- 

Kirk  Sneaton 

1700 

207 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Little  Houghton 

669 

723 

14 

6 

5 

2 

- 

- 

Little  Skneaton 

1043 

289 

1 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Ryhill 

592 

2777 

17 

18 

12 

7 

- 

2 

Shafton 

830 

2049 

23 

27 

11 

7 

2 

2 

South  Elmsall 

1426 

7738 

87 

61 

34 

43 

7 

7 

South  Hiendley 

1291 

1649 

13 

21 

5 

2 

“ 

- 

South  Kirkby 

2362 

12,500 

159 

136 

45 

33 

5 

5 

Thorpe  Audi in 

1310 

325 

6 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Upton  and  North 
Elmsall 

2231 

5925 

59 

61 

29 

15 

5 

4 

Walden  Stubbs 

1373 

122 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

West  Hardwick 

452 

22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

571 

529 

231 

169 

Total 

29,019 

52,190 

lie 

)0 

400 

31 

26 
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PART  TWO 


GASES  CLASSIFIED  INTO  AGE  GROUPS 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

1 — 2 years 

u 

U 

a 

& 

1 

ro 

«o 

& 

o> 

1 

in 

10  — 14  years 

15  =■  24  years 

25  =■  34  years 

35  =»  44  years 

45  — 64  years 

65  and  or  er. 

Scarlet  Ferer 

1 

23 

44 

44 

7 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

15 

17 

18 

3 

- 

- 

<= 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

«=• 

Measles 

30 

196 

168 

270 

10 

1 

- 

- 

- 

=> 

Dysentery 

1 

4 

2 

11 

9 

3 

5 

- 

3 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

- 

3 

1 

3 

- 

2 

3 

2 

Erysipelas 

=» 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

3 

1 

5 

3 

11 

3 

1 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Ppr  3xia 

■= 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

— 

— 

(Respiratory 

Tuber=  ( 

culosis  ( 

- 

- 

- 

1 

7 

2 

1 

5 

2 

( Non=Re  s p ira  tory 

— 

— 

1 

— 

=* 

=» 

=■ 

Total 

42 

244 

232 

351 

35 

25 

15  j 

5 

12 

6 

120 

58 

1 

675 

40 

20 

3 

29 

2 

18 

1 


967 
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Totals 


INFECTIOUS  MD  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  TOWNSHIP 


Township 

Scarlet  Fewer* 

Whooping  Cough* 

A . 

•rl  •' — 

•P  o 

iH  *H 

JLZ 

9 i — i 

O 03 

•H  U 

o £ 

Measles* 

e 

K 

U 

o 

P 

d 

o 

M 

& 

• 

a 

O 

B 

£ 

• 

m 

c a 
iH 
a> 
p« 

•H 

•Q 

u 

Food  Poisoning* 

Puerperal  Pyrexia, 

Tuber- 

culosis 

— 

e 

m 

H 

£ 

£ 

Respiratory* 

* 

►> 

u 

0 
+» 

Pi 

■ 

2 

1 

O 

55 

Ackworth 

10 

1 

14 

25 

28 

2 

80 

Billingley 

- 

- 

- . 

5 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Brierley  with  Grimethorpe 

19 

- 

- 

210 

1 

3 

2 

- 

1 

4 

1 

241 

Great  Houghton 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

12 

Harercroft 

1 

40 

- 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

46 

Hessle,  Hill  Top  & Wragby 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Kirk  Smeaton 

- 

- 

- 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Little  Houghton 

- 

- 

- 

13 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

16 

Little  Smeaton 

- 

- 

- 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Ryhill 

4 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

10 

Shafton 

3 

- 

- 

24 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

29 

South  ELmsall 

9 

- 

- 

92 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

102 

South  Hiendley 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

7 

'South  Kirkby 

23 

11 

- 

268 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

309 

Upton  and  North  ELmsall 

51 

6 

- 

8 

6 

9 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

84 

TOTAL 

120 

58 



1 

■ ■J 

675 

40 

20 

3 

29 

2 

18 

1 

967 

■ ■ 
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CASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH 


Dis  eases 

►> 

u 

i 

February 

A 

o 

u 

£ 

April 

£ 

June 

August 

September 

October. 

Noremb  er 

December 

Totals 

Soarlet  Ferer 

38 

12 

3 

3 

n 

10 

15 

8 

6 

2 

3 

9 

120 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

6 

6 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

17 

9 

2 

10 

58 

Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic) 

— 

... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

o. 

— 

— 

1 

Measles 

221 

106 

20 

166 

119 

15 

17 

11 

- 

•= 

- 

- 

675 

Dysentery 

1 

1 

16 

3 

- 

5 

1 

1 

- 

2 

7 

3 

40 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

4 

3 

3 

1 

- 

- 

3 

- 

1 

20 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Food  Poisoning 

6 

1 

- 

- 

- 

9 “ 

9 

8 

2 

- 

3 

- 

29 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

(Respiratory 

2 



3 

1 

«=» 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

18 

Tuber( 

culosis( 

(Non~Respiratory 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

T 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

277 

127 

53 

181 

134 

34 

45 

30 

25 

17 

17 

27 

967 

4* 

The  epidemic  of  measles  noted  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  preceeding, 
year  continued  for  the  first  half  of  1959*  Notified  cases  of  dysentery  showed 
a sharp  decline  from  201  in  195®  hut  there  was  an  increase  of  23  in 
notifications  of  Food  Poisoning® 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  summarises  the  particulars  contained  in  the 
Tuberculosis  Register:- 


Number  of  cases 

Respiratory • 

Non- Respiratory. 

Total. 

on  Register. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

No*  of  cases  on  Register  at 
commencement  of  year. 

186 

151 

18 

29 

384 

No.  of  cases  notified  for 
first  time  during  the  year. 

10 

8 

1 

19 

No.  of  cases  restored  to 
the  Register. 

3 

4 

- 

- 

7 

No.  of  cases  added  to  the 
Register  otherwise  than 
by  notification. 

1 

1 

2 

No.  of  cases  removed  from  the 
Register,  through s- 

(a)  Death. 

5 

5 

(b)  Recovered. 

11 

13 

1 

2 

27 

(c)  Removed. 

1 

5 

- 

1 

7 

Totals  remaining  on  the 

Register  at  year  end. 

183 

146 

17 

27 

373 

The  total  number  remaining  on  the  Register  is  11  fewer  than  at  the 
end  of  the  previous  year.  Particularly  gratifying  is  the  number  of  cases 
recovered  and  removed  from  the  register. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION, 


Age  at  date  of  final  injection. 

Under  1 

1 - 4 

years 

5 - 14 

years 

TOTAL 

No.  of  children  who  completed  a full 
initial  course  during  1959 • 

331 

143 

10 

484 

No.  of  children  who  received 
booster  injections  during  1959. 

2 

3 

5 

Some  of  the  ground,  lost  in  1958  has  been  recovered  but  the  numbers 
accepting  protective  immunisation  are  still  too  few. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  at  the  31st  -December, 
1959>  who  had  completed  a course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that 
date,  i.e.  at  any  time  since  1st  January,  1945® 


Age  at  31.12.59. 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-9 

i — 1 

1 

o 

r-H 

TOTAL 

Under 

15 

i.e.  bom  in  year 

1959. 

1955  -1958 

1950  - 1954 

1945  -1949 

Last  complete  course  of 
injections  whether  primary 
or  booster. 

A 1955  - 1959 

88 

1573 

1547 

930 

4138 

B 1954  or  earlier 

- 

- 

1023 

2551 

3574 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 


Age  at  date  of  final  injection. 

Under  1 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

TOTAL 

No.  of  children  who  completed  a 
full  initial  course  during  1959. 

291 

159 

- 

450 

The  improvement  noted  in  1958  has  been  maintained  and  the  numbers  in  the 
1-4  years  age  group  is  encouraging.  They  suggest  that  those  who  miss 
immunisation  in  their  first  year,  whether  from  illness  or  other  causes,  have 
sought  or  accepted  protection  later. 


13. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  at  the  31st  December, 
1959*  who  had  completed  a course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date 


Age  at  31.12.59. 

Under  1 

1-4 

5 - 9 

10  - 14 

TOTAL 

under 

15. 

i.e.  born  in  year 

L . 

1959 

1955-58. 

1950-54. 

1945  - 49. 

82 

1564 

767 

14 

2427 

TETANUS  IMMUNISATION. 


Age  at  date  of  final  injection. 

Under  1 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

TOTAL 

No.  of  children  who 
received  tetanus 
injections  during 

1959. 

258 

159 

397 

Vaccine  containing  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  antigens  is 
now  the  most  widely  used  in  the  area.  As  a result  protection  against  tetanus 
is  slowly  but  steadily  rising . 


The  following  table  3hows  the  number  of  children  at  the  31st  December, 
1959>  who  had  received  tetanus  infections  since  they  were  recorded  from  1958 
onwards . 


Age  at  31.12.59. 

Under  1 

1-4 

5-9 

10  - 14 

Total 

Tinder 

15 

i.e.  born  in  year 

1959 

1955-58. 

1950-54. 

1945-49. 

78 

529 

3 

- 

610 

SMALLPOX  /ACCINATIONo 


The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  1959  is  as  follows  s- 


Age  at  the  date  of 
vaccination. 

Under  1 
year 

1 

2-4 

5 - 14 

15  and 
over 

TOTAL 

Primary  vaccination 

140 

11 

15 

20 

30 

216 

Re-vaccinations 

- 

- 

3 

1 

21 

25 

Thereis  no  marted  improvement  in  the  acceptance  rates  this  year,,  Indeed 
were  it  not  for  substantial  numbers  in  the  15  years  and  over  age  group  who 
probably  required  recent  smallpox  vaccination  to  comply  with  foreign  travel  or 
immigration  regulations,  the  position  would  have  been  much  worse. 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS . 


Age  at  date 

of  vaccination. 

Age  16  years 
and  under, 

1959  - 1945. 

Age  17  years 
and  over. 

TOTAL 

No.  who  completed  an  initial  course 
(2  injections)  during  1959® 

3050 

2164 

5214 

No.  who  received  a 3rd  Booster  injection 
during  1959® 

5994 

216 

6210 

Apart  from  a short  period  in  the  early  summer,  vaccine  was  freely  available 
throughout  the  year.  Acceptance  figures  in  the  older  age  groups  for  whom 
vaccine  was  released  has  been  disappoint ing. 


The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis 
since  the  inception  of  t he  scheme  in  1956. 


Age  16  years 
and  under. 

Age  17  years 
and  over. 

TOTAL 

No.  who  have  completed  an  initial  course 

(2  injections)  since  1956. 

10,177 

2,376 

12,555 

No.  who  have  now  received  a 3rd  Booster 

injection  since  1956. 

6,203 

216 

6,419 
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B cC  ,G,  VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS 


Acceptances  „ 

Noo  of  children  under  14  years  of  age  offered  tuberculin 
testing  and  vaccination  if  necessary,,  595 

No.  of  acceptances 0 449 

Percentage  of  acceptance,,  74<>95^ 

The  acceptance  figure  has  increased  by  over  10$  on  the  previous  year. 

P re -vaccination  Tuberculin  Test,, 

No  of  children  tested,,  424 

Result  of  tests- 

(a)  POSITIVE  110 

(b ) NEGATIVE  281 

(c)  Not  ascertained  33  TOTAL  424 

Percentage  positive  28#13^ 

Vaccination,, 

Noo  vaccinated  277 

TUBERCULIN  TEST  TWELVE  MONTHS  AFTER  VACCINATION, 

No  vaccinated  in  1958„  291 

Noo  tuberculin  tested  after  twelve  months.  270 

(a)  POSITIVE  261 

(b)  NEGATIVE  9 

(c)  Not  ascertained  21  TOTAL  291 
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PART  THREE 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS,  YOUNG  CHILDREN  AND  NURSING  SERVICES, 


HEALTH  VISITING* 

There  are  eight  fully  qualified  Health  Visitors  and  one  Assistant  Health 
Visitor  employed  in  the  Rural  District,,  Details  of  their  visits  are  as 


f ollows 

First  Visits o Total  Visits . 


To  expectant  mothers  105  138 

children  under  1 year  1,160  7*858 

children  1-5  years  - 8,057 

Tuberculosis  cases  - 356 

others  - 5*583 

Totals:  1,265  21,992 


There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  total  and  first  visits  from  1958,  even 
though  selective  visiting  is  the  practice . 


CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS . 

These  are  held  regularly  at  centres  throughout  the  district  with  a doctor 
and  Health  Visitor  in  attendance.  Details  of  attendances  are  given  below:- 


Clinic. 

No.  of  sessions 
per  month. 

No.  of  children 
who  attended. 

Total 

attendances. 

Ackworth. 

4 

108 

1,280 

Great  Houghton. 

2 

51 

853 

Grimethorpe . 

4 

146 

994 

Ryhill. 

4 

265 

1,295 

Shafton. 

2 

54 

441 

South  Elms all. 

8 

179 

2,584 

South  Hiendley. 

2 

38 

557 

South  Kirkby. 

4 

334 

1,921 

Upton. 

4 

145 

1*334 

Tot  als : 

34 

1,320 

11,259 

There  has  been  a slight  fall  in  numbers  of  children  who  attended  and 
consequently  in  the  total  attendances. 
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ULTRA  VIOLET  RAY  CLINIC. 

An  Ultra  Violet  Ray  clinic  was  held  each  week  at  Hemsworth  and  during  the 
year  62  children  from  the  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  attended  for  treatment,, 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC S . 


These  are  held  throughout  the  district  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  table. 
A doctor  and  two  midwives  are  in  attendance  at  each. 


Clinic. 

No.  of  sessions 

No.  of  women 

Total 

per  month. 

in  attendance. 

attendances. 

Ackworth. 

2 

59 

364 

Ryhill . 

4 

177 

592 

South  Elms all. 

4 

74 

828 

South  Kirkby. 

4 

83 

726 

Totals : 

14 

393 

2,510 

21  fewer  expectant  mothers  made  41  more  attendances. 


MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 


10  qualified  midwives  and  1 relief  nurse  cover  the  Rural  District. 
During  the  year  they  attended  541  cases. 

Gas  and  Air  analgesia  was  administered  in  252  cases  and  Pethidine  in 
311  cases. 


MATERNITY  HOMES. 

585  live  and  still  births  occurred  in  maternity  homes.  The  principal 
hospitals  where  their  confinements  took  place  were  ■=■  St.  Helen's  Hospital, 
Walton  Hall  Maternity  Home,  Wakefield  General  Hospital,  Manygates  Maternity 
Hospital,  Southmoor  Hospital  Maternity  Unit.  This  figure,  an  increase  of 
53  on  1958,  indicates  an  increase  in  the  number  of  maternity  beds*  available. 
It  became  possible  to  meet  the  requests  of  more  expectant  mothers  for 
maternity  home  confinement. 


CARE  OF  THE  PREMATURE  INFANT. 

Of  118  premature  births  99  were  born  alive  during  the  year.  Each  of 
the  live  births  was  specially  investigated  and  the  necessary  care  and 
special  equipment  was  given  as  required.  Details  of  survival  of  these 
prematurely  bom  infants  are  as  follows 
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Tot al. 

Still 

Born. 

Alive. 

Died  within 

Survived 

4 weeks . 

24  hours . 

1 week. 

4 weeks. 

Domiciliary. 

33 

4 

29 

a 

1 

em> 

28 

Institutional. 

85 

15 

70 

8 

3 

2 

57 

Totals : 

118 

19 

99 

8 

4 

2 

85 

The  survival  rate  at  four  weeks  was  72  per  100  live  and  still  births. 
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PART  FOUR 


CARE,  AFTER  CARE  AND  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS. 


HOME  NURSHJGo 


Nine  Home  Nurses  and  one  relief  nurse  who  operates  in  both  the  Rural 
and  Urban  Districts  made  a total  of  31,614  visits  during  the  year.  All 
nurses  work  in  close  co-operation  with  the  General  Practitioners,, 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 0 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  and  types  of  cases  helped:- 


Type  of  Case0 

Noo  of 

Cases . 

Total  hours 
employed . 

Maternity  o 

23 

949 

Tuberculosis , 

3 

530 

Chronic  sick 

16 

1,838 

under  65 ♦ 

Chronic  sick 

338 

55,956 

over  65 0 

Others  „ 

19 

1,070 

Totals : 

399 

60,343 

Yet  again  there  has  been  an  increase  in  cases  assisted  and  hours  of 
service  given „ The  elderly  accounted  for  84$  of  the  cases  and  93^  of  the 
total  hours  o 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE , 


The  number  of  mentally  defective  patients  under  supervision  and 
guardiajiship  at  31°12<>59  were  as  follows:- 

Statutory  supervision  - 87 

Voluntary  supervision  - 14 

Guardianship  - Nil 


HBMSWORTH  OCCUPATION  CENTREo 

Luring  the  year  there  were  eight  new  admissions  and  four  discharges,, 
The  number  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year  thus  increased,  to  49 <>  The 
average  attendance  was  83<>3^° 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  (SECTION  47), 


During  the  year  one  old  man  was  admitted  to  hospital  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Act.  He  partially  recovered  and  returned  to  his  home  for  some  months, 
but  a further  recurrence  of  his  illness  necessitated  re-admission  to  hospital. 
On  this  second  occasion  he  was  admitted  voluntarily  and  is  still  an 
in-patient . 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 


The  new  Ambulance  Depot  at  Lydgate  South  Kirk by  was  taken  over  in 
March  1959*  One  Depot  Superintendent  with  25  Driver/Attendants  and  two 
Telephonists,  man  eight  vehicles.  Details  of  the  work  done  during  the 
year  are  as  follows 

Total  Out-Patients  22,531 
Accident  Cases  28 

Patients  carried  28,806 
Stretcher  Cases  3 >913 
Sitting  Cases  24,893 
Mileage 

Travelled  210,138 


LABORATORY  SERVICES. 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  in  Wakefield  continued  to  provide  a 
satisfactory  service  equipped  to  deal  with  all  bacteriological  and 
pathological  examinations,  it  is  a national  service  under  the  control  of 
the  medical  research  council. 
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PART  FIVE 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE, 


CLINICS, 


School  Clinics  are  held  weekly  at  Grimethorpe,  Havercroft,  Moorthorpe, 
South  Elms  all,  South  Kirkby  and  Upton  and  fortnightly  at  Ackworth. 


Clinic . 

Ackworth 
C-rimethorp  e 
Havercroft 
South  Elms all 
South  Kirkby 
Upt  on 


No.  of  children 
treated. 

51 

71 

135 

60 

210 

63 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 


Routine  school  medical  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
Of  2,438  pupils  examined  340  defects  were  found  and  303  children  were 
referred  for  treatment. 


CLEANLINESS  INSPECTIONS. 

Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  school  nureses  16,987 
Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  384 

CHILD  GUIDANCE* 


2 children  from  the  Rural  District  attended  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic 
at  Pontefract  during  the  year. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 


10  Consultant  Clinics  were  held  during  the  year  and  58  children  from 
the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  were  dealt  with.  45  treatment  clinics  were 
held  at  which  17  children  made  regular  attendances, 

EYE  CLINICS. 


837  children  attended  49  Eye  Clinics,  held  at  the  Hemsworth  Clinic. 
360  children  were  prescribed  glasses. 

SPEECH  THERAPY. 

152  sessions  were  held  during  the  year  and  55  cases  from  the  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  were  dealt  with. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMSffORTH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 


SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

! 

I 

I 


for  195y 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector's  Office, 
Brierley  Hall, 

BRIER LEY, 

near  Barnsley. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  RURAL  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1959  for  your 
consideration. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  was,  to  the  majority  of  people, 
the  glorious  summer.  To  those  responsible  for  the  water  supplies  the 
adjective  "glorious"  is  the  last  word  they  would  apply,  for  it  was  the 
dryest  for  200  years.  The  shortage  of  water  was  such  that  stand-pipes  in 
the  streets  had  to  be  resorted  to.  Other  difficulties  encountered  due  to 
the  weather  were  the  large  number  of  tip  fires  and  the  tremendous  increase 
in  insect  pests,  of  which  more  is  written  in  the  report. 

Housing  remains  the  major  problem  in  this  rural  district.  To  satisfy 
the  demand  it  would  be  necessary  to  build  one  new  house  for  every  four  houses 
that  are  now  occupied.  All  we  can  look  forward  to  is  an  improvement  in 
the  position;  a complete  solution  does  not  appear  possible  within  the 
forseeable  future. 

The  necessity  for  a continual  vigilance  being  kept  on  everything 
connected  with  food  is  exemplified  by  the  Morrocan  tragedy,  in  which  some 
8,000  people  will  be  almost  completely  paralysed  for  life.  The  cause  was 
the  ingestion  of  very  small  quantities  of  a substance  added  to  motor  oil0 
The  motor  oil  was  bought  cheaply  and  used  to  dilute  cooking  oil. 

I wish  to  thank  the  other  members  of  the  staff  - the  public  cleansing 
employees,  the  clerks,  and  the  other  public  health  inspectors,  for  their 
co-operation. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  various  chairmen  and  members  of  the 
Council's  Committees  for  their  support,  and  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  other  chief  officers  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation 
during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.T.  PEACOCK. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


There  is  still  a wating  list  of  3*573  applicants  for  Council  houses® 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  98  families  living  in  houses  in  respect 
of  which  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  had  been  made®  To  the  above  must  be 
added  the  number  of  families  living  in  houses  which  are  unfit  but  have  not 
yet  been  dealt  with®  This  number  is  estimated  to  be  44°  It  is  obvious, 
therefore,  that  the  housing  position  is  not  yet  satisfactory® 

The  number  of  houses  dealt  with  during  i;he  year  as  being  unfit  was  42, 
and  the  number  of  families  removed  from  unfit  houses  to  Council  houses  was 

68o 


The  spate  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  which  occurred 
in  the  previous  year  reduced  to  a mere  trickle  in  1959° 


NUISANCES  AND  COMPLAINTS o 

The  number  of  nuisances  and  complaints  was  virtually  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year  and  covered  the  usual  variety  of  matters,  none  requiring 
special  mention,. 


WATER  SUPPLIES® 


The  sources  of  water  supply  are  as  follows 


Authority® 

Source® 

Parishes  Served® 

Barnsley 

Corporation 

Principally  upland  surface® 

Brierley,  Havercroft,  Ryhill, 
Shafton,  South  Elms all,  South 
Kirkby  and  South  Hiendley® 

Dearne  Valley 
Water  Board® 

Water  lodge  in  mine® 

Great  Houghton,  Little 

Houghton  and  Billingley® 

Pontefract 

Borough® 

Boreholes® 

Ackworth,  Badsworth,  Kirk 
Smeaton,  Little  Smeaton,  North 
Elms  all,  Thorpe  Audlin  and 
Upton® 

Doncaster  and 
Tickhill  Joint 
Water  Board® 

Boreholes  ® 

Stubbs  Y/alden® 

National  Coal 
Board  (Nostell)® 

Water  lodge  in  mine® 

Hunt  wic  k^wit  h-Foulby  and 
Nostell,  Hessle  and  Hill  Top 
and  West  Hardwick® 

During  the  year  the  main  was  extended  from  Upton  to  Bamsdale  Bar,  thus 
giving  a piped  supply  to  a further  thirteen  premises® 
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Four  samples  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Two  of  these  were  from 
one  private  supply  and  resulted  in  the  installation  of  a domestic  filter. 

One  was  from  another  private  supply  and  it  is  hoped  that  a mains  supply 
will  be  the  result.  The  last  one  was  to  find  out  whether  a possible  source 
of  supply  was  safe.  One  sample  could  not  be  classified,  yet  it  was  not 
quite  up  to  satisfactory  standard  and  was  being  followed  up  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  unusual  summer  of  1959  resulted  in  a shortage  of  water.  Eventually, 
in  October,  recourse  had  to  be  made  to  the  use  of  stand-pipes  in  the  streets 
of  some  parishes . 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 


The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs  and  dealt  with 
in  the  year  increased  to  25 o About  half  of  this  number  was  found  by 
inspecting  houses  adjoining  dwellings  known  to  be  infested.  It  is  difficult 
to  understand  people  who  take  a pride  in  their  appearance  when  they  go  out, 
tolerating  such  an  uncomfortable  existence  at  home.  Six  of  the  infested 
premises  were  Council  houses. 

These  vermin  multiply  and  spread,  especially  in  hot  weather  such  as 
we  enjoyed  in  the  summer  of  1959 o In  one  case  the  bugs  had  multiplied  to 
such  an  extent  and  the  competition  for  food  had  become  so  keen,  that  even 
the  poor  dog  had  been  invaded. 

Three  Council-owned  houses  and  10  privately  owned  were  treated  for 
blackclocks,  while  in  other  premises  there  was  found  to  be  an  infestation 
of  fleas  in  one,  and  of  red  spiders  in  two. 


SEVERS  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  scheme  to  serve  Thorpe  Audlin  and  Badsworth  made  good  progress 
during  the  year  and  it  was  thought  to  be  within  a few  months  of  completion 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 


As  in  previous  years,  the  carcase  of  every  animal  slaughtered  in  the 
slaughterhouses  in  the  rural  district,  was  inspected. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  carcases  of  cattle  affected 
with  some  disease  other  than  tuberculosis  in  some  part  only,  the  part  being 
usually  the  head,  which  weighs  in  the  region  of  35  lbs.  hence  the  increase 
in  the  average  weight  of  the  portions  condemned.  The  commonest  reason  for 
condemnation  was  actinomycosis  ~ an  infection  which  usually  gains  access 
through  small  abrasions  on  the  tongue  or  in  the  mouth.  Perhaps  the  abnormal 
weather  of  1959  favoured  the  spread  of  the  causal  agent,  which  is  found  on 
herbage,  or  perhaps  it  resulted  in  more  lesions  on  the  tongue  or  mouth  being 
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caused  by  the  hard,  brittle  nature  of  the  vegetation  due  to  lack  of  rain 


Compared  with  10  years  ago,  when  the  proportion  affected  was  57®9$ 
the  1959  figure  of  24$  shows  a remarkable  improvement  „ 

The  proportion  of  pigs,  some  portion  of  which  was  affected  by  some 
disease  other  than  tuberculosis,  rose  from  4®7$  in  1958  to  8„9 $ in  1959<>  The 
explanation  for  this  unexpected  rise  is  not  obvious 0 

In  the  case  of  tuberculosis,  there  has  been  a remarkable  fall  in  the 
incidence  during  the  last  10  years 


1949  o 


1952° 


6„6$ 

5 06$ 


Cattle,  excluding  cows<> 
Pigs0 


10  o 5$ 


The  proportion  of  cows  affected  in  1949  was  45®7$®  In  1959  no  cows 
were  slaughtered,, 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES o 

The  number  of  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  remains  at  7® 

The  slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations,  1958,  came  into  force  on 
the  1st  January,  1959,  excepting  for  certain  parts  which  caae  into  operation 
at  a later  date„  The  regulations  enable  the  public  health  inspector  to 
ensure  a more  hygienic  environment,  and  more  hygienic  practices  in  the 
s 1 aught  e rhous  e „ 

Allied  to  slaughterhouses  were  the  transient  Meat (Staining  and  Sterilisation) 
Regulations,  1959?  which  were  revoked  before  they  came  into  force,, 

KNACKERS3  YARDS, 

There  is  only  one  knackers  yard  in  the  district  and  that  is  used  solely 
for  the  provision  of  meat  for  a pack  of  hounds „ 

OTHER  FOODS . 

The  weight  of  food  other  than  meat  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
was  12  cwt  2 qrso  20  lbs,  which  is  within  1 cwt„  of  the  figures  for  the 
previous  year„ 

One  case  concerning  food  was  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955®  A 
piece  of  tinfoil  was  found  in  a pie„  The  maker  was  fined  £2  and  had  to  pay 
£3®3so0do  Advocate 3s  fee„ 
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MILK 


The  Milk  & Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  ‘1959?  came  into  force  during 
the  year.  These  regulations  re-enact  and  amend  the  1949  to  1954  regulations# 
One  of  the  principal  changes  enables  the  local  authority,  in  certain 
circumstances,  to  compensate  a person  who  sustains  damage  or  loss  through  being 
debarred  from  certain  employment  connected  with  cows  or  milk, 

ICE-CREAM o 


The  procedure  of  previous  ;years  was  again  followed  in  1959*  namely,  an 
unsat isfacotry  sample  resulted  in  an  immediate  visit  to  the  factory,  or,  if  the 
factory  was  in  another  district,  in  the  public  health  inspector  for  that  area 
being  notified  forthwith# 

The  two  owners  of  the  ice-cream  factories  in  the  rural  district  give 
every  assistance  to  this  department  and  co-operate  in  every  way  possible# 

The  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc#)  Regulations,  1959 » were  made  during 
the  year#  They  consolidate  and  amend  the  regulations  made  between  1947  and 
1952# 


SWIMMING  BATHS# 


The  number  of  swimming  baths  in  the  rural  district  remains  constant  at 
two  - one  public  and  one  private#  The  water  is  tested  by  the  attendant  at 
each  several  times  each  day  and,  in  addition,  samples  are  taken  by  this 
department  and  submitted  to  a laboratory  examination#  52  of  these  samples 
were  taken  and  each  was  satisfactory#  To  be  classed  as  satisfactory  the 
purity  must  be  similar  to  that  of  drinking  water# 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION# 


The  number  of  pail  closets  and  privies  remains  fairly  constant  although 
the  proportion  of  water  closets  has  risen  from  97°ll/£  in  1958  to  97°55^ 
in  1959o 

The  sewerage  scheme  for  Badsworth  and  Thorpe  Audi in  is  progressing  and 
it  is  hoped  that  conversion  to  water  closets  will  take  place  during  1960# 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING# 

The  Public  Cleansing  service  continued  on  its  usual  quiet  and 
unostentatious  path  throughout  the  year#  Two  items  stand  out  - the  large 
number  of  tip  fires  and  the  multiplication  of  crickets  in  the  tips#  The 
long  period  of  hot,  dry  weather  left  the  refuse  bone-dry  and  tempted  many 
people  out  of  doors,  some  of  them  to  refuse  tips#  Groups  of  teenagers  were 
seen  on  one  tip  after  11  p#m#  although  there  was  easy  access  to  a recreation 
ground  adjoining#  What  a choice#1 
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The  weather  proved  ideal  also  for  crickets®  Eventually  they  caused  such 
a nuisance  that  an  entomologist  was  consulted®  This  abnormal  expansion  of 
the  cricket  population  was  experienced  throughout  the  country®  One  film 
specialising  in  such  matters  had  an  increase  of  enquiries  which  rose  from  an 
average  of  4 per  day  to  120® 

A pilot  scheme  for  the  provision  of  litter  bins  had  its  inception  at 
South  Elmsall  at  the  end  of  the  year®  Litter  bins  were  provided  for  the  busy 
area  between  the  Picture  House  and  the  Chequers  Inn®  The  amount  of  litter 
on  the  footpaths  decreased  but  an  appreciable  amount  was  not  placed  in  the 
bins  provided®  Perhaps  in  the  course  of  another  generation  or  so  the  nation 
will  become  litter  conscious® 

CESSPOOLS® 

The  number  of  cesspools  tends  to  increase  rather  than  decrease, 
unfortunately®  There  will  be  a reduction  when  the  sewerage  scheme  at 
Badsworth  and  Thorpe  Audlin  is  completed  and  if  a projected  scheme  at  Cold 
Hiendley  is  carried  out® 

SALVAGE® 


The  method  of  collection  of  waste  paper  from  shops  was  fully  examined  and, 
after  discussing  the  matter  with  representatives  of  the  Chamber  of  Trade,  a 
pilot  scheme  was  prepared  and  put  into  operation® 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES® 


There  are  now  16  public  conveniences  in  the  district,  one  having  been 
erected  at  Ackworth  during  the  year  under  review® 

The  amount  of  wanton  damage  to  these  structures  is  appalling.  It  is  not 
unknown  for  repairs  to  be  effected  one  day  only  to  be  reported  the  following 
day  as  needing  attention® 

RODENT  CONTROL® 


The  withdrawal  of  the  government  grant  towards  the  cost  of  this  service 
was  effected  during  the  year,  but  the  woik  continued  as  usual®  The  sewers 
were  test-baited  and  treatment  given  where  the  test  indicated  any  necessity® 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  discontinued  their  rodent  control  service 
to  agricultural  premises  but  the  men  employed  on  this  work  continued  the 
service  on  their  own  account® 

PETROLEUM  SPIRIT® 

A further  nine  licences  were  issued  during  the  year®  Once  again  the 
department  is  indebted  to  the  Eire  Service  for  its  assistance  in  ensuring  that 
all  the  regulations  designed  to  prevent  accidents  are  complied  with® 
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SPOILBANKS 


Improved  methods  of  tipping  have  resulted  in  a considerable  reduction 
in  the  incidence  of  burning  spoilbanks8  Their  grim,  forbidding  appearance 
is  a sufficient  cross  for  the  mining  community  to  bear  without  the  air  being 
polluted  in  addition,, 

CLEAN  AIR. 


The  Smoke  Control  Areas  (Exempted  Fireplaces)  Order,  1959,  came  into 
operation  on  the  17th  July,  1959°  While  certain  fireplaces  were  exempted 
from  the  Order,  it  is  still  incumbent  upon  the  owner  to  ensure  that  the 
emission  of  smoke  is  minimised,.  In  common  with  other  authorities  in  mining 
areas,  no  progress  was  made  in  the  designation  of  Smoke  Control  Areas,  nor 
does  any  progress  appear  likely  until  some  satisfactory  solution  of  the 
Concessionary  coal  problem  has  been  found. 

WEST  RIDING  (GENERAL  POWERS)  ACT,  1951. 

The  section  of  the  Act  most  frequently  used  was  again  the  one  requiring 
the  registration  of  hawkers  of  food  and  their  premises.  A further  25  were 
registered  during  the  year,  bringing  the  total  up  to  137 « 

Section  95  could  be  of  the  greatest  assistance  in  obviating  the  nuisances 
caused  by  the  occupiers  of  some  caravans  if  the  difficulties  mentioned  under 
the  paragraph  "Moveable  Dwellings"  were  removed. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULAT IONS . 


Two  cases  were  taken  during  the  year  under  these  regulations.  Both 
concerned  food  that  was  unwrapped.  One  was  found  proven  and  the  other  not. 
Each  case  hinged  on  the  precise  meaning  of  the  word  "immediate".  Much  time 
and  money  could  have  been  saved  throughout  the  country  had  the  wording  of  the 
regulations  been  more  explicit. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


Caravans  are  a considerable  source  of  nuisance  in  the  district,  especially 
on  the  various  commons.  Many  of  the  occupiers  demand  water  from  the  house=» 
holders,  make  no  provision  for  sanitary  accommodation,  collect  heaps  of  scrap 
iron,  turn  their  horses  into  fields  without  permission  and  leave  the  sites 
littered  with  refuse.  It  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  dislike  by  the  ordinary 
house  dweller  for  the  occupiers  of  these  caravans  is  justified.  In  many 
cases  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  a tractor  to  remove  them  and  the  Police 
to  ensure  that  there  is  no  breach  of  the  peace. 

In  certain  cases  action  could  be  taken  under  the  West  Riding  (General 
Powers)  Act,  but  there  is  such  a delay  between  the  laying  of  the  comolaint 
and  the  hearing  at  court  that  the  offenders  have  moved  away  and  lost  themselves 
in  the  countryside.  The  proportion  of  these  people  bearing  the  name 
"John  Smith"  is  remarkable. 
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Where  compliance  with  the  usual  formalities  would  probably  result  in  a case 
never  reaching  courts  could  not  some  scheme  be  devised  to  prevent  the  defendant 
from  disappearing  ? or  to  ensure  that  he  appeared  at  court „ 

NOTICES 


The  number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  was  98,  whereas  only  80 
were  servedo  This  appears  to  be  an  error  at  first  sight  but  the  explanation 
is  that  a number  of  those  served  in  1958  were  not  complied  with  until  1959« 

PUBLIC  SEATS 


The  amount  of  damage  done  to  public  seats  has  decreased  since  the  heavier 
type  was  introduced,  but  a certain  amount  of  wanton  damage  still  occurs <> 

The  public  seat  plays  a very  important  part  in  the  lives  of  the  older 
men0  In  fine  weather  it  is  a focal  point  for  them,  a place  where  they  can 
reminisce,  live  again  past  glories  ~ and  pass  on  the  lastest  bit  of  gossip0 
Meanwhile  they  are  getting  the  benefit  of  the  sunshine  and  air® 


housing 


NOc  of  houses  inspected  during  the  year  under  the  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts  o o oo  oo  o o o®  o ® oo  oo 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purposes  » o ® ® ® . 0 o 

Noo  of  houses  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,,  o »» 

No»  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  informal  action 

No®  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  statutory  powers 

No®  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  oo  oo  oo  oo  oo  © o oo  oo  oo  oo  oo 

Noo  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 
Noe  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  under  the  Rent  Act,  1957 
Noo  of  Undertakings  accepted  O0  »o  0o  O0  ®o  OD  oo 

Noo  of  Certificates  cancelled  oe  . e oo  oo  oo 

VERMINOUS  HOUSES  (Bed  bugs  and  fleas). 


o o o o 


352 

2402 

47 

82 

98 

36 

10 

7 

7 

25 


Council® 


Number  found  to  be  infested 


19 


Number  disinfested 
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WATER  SAMPLES » 


Satisfactory,, 

Below  Standard 0 

Bacteriological  examination 

156 

5 

(4  plus  1 doubtful) 

Chemical  examination 

126 

Nil 

MILK  SAMPLES 

Satisfactory,, 

Unsatisfactoryo 

No*  of  samples  of  heat  treated 

milks- 

Pasteurised 

4 

Nil 

ICE  CREAM 

Satisfactory,, 

Below  Standard* 

Bacteriological  examination 

21 

5 

MILK  LICENCES 

Dealers  0 

Supplementary  0 

Tuberculin  Tested 

6 

2 

Pasteurised 

14 

3 

Sterilised 

53 

2 

PETROLEUM  SPIRIT 

Number  of  licences  renewed  co  * 

0 © © 00  00 

00  00  00  5^ 

Number  of  new  licences  issued  „ 

0 00  00  0 0 

00  00  00  Nil 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES . 

Number  of  private  slaughterhouses 

in  the  district 

00  00  00  7 

Number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  <>o  „„ 

00  00  00 

KNACKERS'  YARDS 

Number  of  licences  renewed  during 

the  year  „ 0 „ „ 

00  00  00  X 

SLAUGHTERMEN 

Number  of  licences  renewed  during 

the  year  „ . 00 

00  00  00  25 

Number  of  new  licences  issued  during  the  year  „<>  oo  „ „ .«»  2 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows. 

Calves . 

and 

Pigs. 

Horses , 

Cows . 

Lambs  • 

Number  killed 

483 

- 

3 

883 

1093 

- 

Number  inspected 

483 

- 

3 

883 

1093 

- 

Ail  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

116 

- 

- 

21 

96 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

24$ 

- 

- 

2.3% 

8.9 % 

- 

Tuberculosis  only; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 

32 

27 

part  or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

60  6 % 

- 

- 

- 

5o6 % 

- 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Total  weight  of  home  killed  meat 
Condemned  in  private  slaughterhouses 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses  . 
Total  weight  of  other  foods  condemned 


1 Ton  4 Cwts.  3 Qrs.  22  lbse 
.1086 

.12  Cwts.  2 Qrs.  20  lbs. 


Number  of  inspections  ............  35 


FuOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS.  1955,  AND  ICE  CREAM. 

(i)  No.  of  food  premises  in  the  areas- 

(a)  Catering  establishments  39* 

(b)  Bakehouses  10. 

(c)  Other  food  shops  278 


(ii)  No.  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955  j- 

(a)  Ice  Cream 

(i)  Manufacturers  2.  ^ii)  Retailers  108. 

(b)  Sausages,  Potted  or  Preserved  Foods  30. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

(a)  Industrial  Smoke : 

Number  of  prosecutions  under  the  Act  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

(b)  Domestic  Smokes 

Number  of  smoke  control  areas  declared  during  year..  . . Nil 


Moveable  Dwellings 

No.  of  sites  licensed,  for  caravans  for  holiday  and 

recreation  purposes  o.  oo  «o  ..  o.  o©  oo  .o  .o  Nil 

No.  of  caravans  on  these  sites  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

No.  of  sites  licensed  for  caravans  for  residential  purposes  ..  2 

No.  of  caravans  on  these  sites  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

jno.  of  caravans  licensed  individually  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  BATHING  POOLS 


oo  o o o o o o oo 


o o oo  oo  oo 


(i)  N'Oo  of  public  swimming  baths  or  pools 

(ii)  No*  of  privately  ovmed  baths  or  pools  open  to  the  public 

(lii)  Noo  of  swimming  baths  exclusive  to  schools 

(iv)  NOo  of  paddling  pools 

Noo  of  samples  of  bath  waters  examined 
Number  satisfactory 


OO  OO  OO  OO  O D OO  OO  OO 


OO  OO  OO  OO 


O O o O O O 


oo  OO  OO  OO 


1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

32 

32 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  to  1959<> 

Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


i 

Premises. 

No.  on 
Register. 

Inspect- 

ions. 

No.  of 

written 

notices. 

i 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which 

Section  19  29  3,  4 and 

6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority. 

7 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(l)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

70 

47 

Nil 

Nil 

(5)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers' 
premises) o 

4 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Totals 

61 

65 

Nil 

Nil 

L 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars  0 

Referred 

Found* 

Remedied* 

to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness c 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temp0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate 

ventilation* 

w 

. 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors* 

„ 



. 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.Other  offences 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

NUISANCES 

Number  found,  during  1959  <>*  * . 
Number  in  hand  1958  **  «.  «• 
Total  requiring  abatement  * «,  * * 
Abated  during  the  year  * * ** 
Outstanding  at  the  end  of  1959  <>« 


o o o o 


o o o o 


© o o o 


© o © © 


o © © © 


o © 

o © 

© o 

© o 


© © 


..  898 

oc  156 

o.  1034 

..  906 

.*  128 


NOTICES 

Noe  of  informal  notices  served  during  1959 
Number  complied  with  **  . * ««  *,  «• 
Number  of  statutory  notices  served  0.  * « 
Number  complied  with  . * * * *«  * * * * 
Number  of  legal  proceedings  taken  . * «* 


o o 


o o 


o o 


o o 


o © 


o o 

© © 

o o 

© o 

o © 


© © 


o © 


© © 


o o 


o o 


o o 

• © 

© o 

© © 

© © 


*.  152 

o o 160 

o o 81 

00  98 

o.  2 


13 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 


Number  of  privies  00  ® ® . » 

© © 

© © 

© © 

© o 

© o 

© © 

193 

Number  of  pail  closets  „ „ , « O0 

• © 

© o 

0 © 

© © 

© © 

o © 

181 

Noe  of  water  closets  added  during  they 

year 

o o 

0 0 

o o 

© • 

© © 

83 

Other  types  of  closets  constructed 

© © 

© o 

o © 

O 0 

• © 

© © 

Nil 

Total  number  of  water  closets  o. 

© 0 

© o 

© o 

o © 

0 o 

© © 

16,391 

Percentage  of  houses  on  water  carriage 

system 

© 0 

© o 

0 o 

© o 

97° 5 5% 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Number  of  premises  with  dustbins  „• 

© © 

© o 

o © 

o o 

O © 

o © 

15,921 

Cost  of  Public  Cleansing 

o o 

© © 

o o 

o o 

O O 

o © 

£30,985 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

Number  of  cesspools  <,  <,  <,«  o. 

• 0 

© o 

o o 

o © 

© © 

o • 

152 

Cost  of  cesspool  emptying  <,<>  e. 

0 t> 

0 © 

o O 

• 0 

O O 

© © 

£1,728 

SALVAGE 

Cost  of  collection  of  waste  paper  from 

. business 

premis  es 

© O 

© © 

£96 

VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

Housing  oo  oo  © © oo  oo  © © 

e o 

o o 

0 0 

o o 

0 o 

© o 

519 

Rent  Act,  1957  <><>  oo  »<>  «o 

© o 

© o 

0 o 

o o 

© o 

© o 

210 

Nuisances  and  complaints  e 0 0. 

© • 

o © 

© © 

O 0 

© o 

• © 

1188 

Drains  and  sewers  0<>  »<>  •. 

© © 

o o 

o © 

© © 

© O 

© © 

590 

Sanitary  conveniences  oo  •. 

© © 

© © 

o 9 

o © 

o o 

© © 

557 

Infectious  disease  00  QO  oo 

© © 

o o 

© o 

© o 

o o 

© © 

151 

Pood  poisoning  (and  suspected  food  poisoning  and  dysentery) 

o o 

© © 

724 

Ponds,  ditches,  etcQ  o»  oo 

© © 

© © 

o o 

© © 

o © 

© © 

29 

Moveable  Dwellings  »»  00  oo 

• © 

o o 

o o 

o o 

o © 

0 © 

164 

Changes  in  tenancies  (Council  houses) 

• o 

© o 

o o 

0 o 

© o 

o o 

352 

Applications  to  take  in  lodgers 

© 0 

o o 

o o 

© o 

© © 

• © 

347 

Wet  or  fried  fish  shops  OD  oe 

0 © 

o o 

o © 

o o 

o o 

© © 

28 

Bakehouses  oo  oo  oo  © © 

• o 

© o 

© o 

O 9 

o o 

© 9 

18 

Ice  cream  premises  » o » « 

© © 

O 0 

o o 

O O 

o 0 

© • 

35 

Food  preparing  premises  oo  e. 

O o 

o o 

o o 

© o 

0 o 

© o 

39 

Cafes,  restaurants,  etc.  oo  oo 

o © 

o o 

o © 

O © 

© « 

o o 

47 

Butchers  shops 

o o 

© © 

0 o 

o O 

o © 

© o 

169 

14. 


VISITS  AMD  INSPECTIONS  (Continued;. 


uther  food  shops  « * 

0 0 

• © 

e 0 

• © 

87 

Pood  inspections 

0 © 

55 

Slaughterhouses  „ . 

1086 

Water  supplies  <> „ 

© 0 

55 

Hawkers  of  food  „ » 

0 0 

• 0 

© © 

• © 

© 0 

© 0 

0 • 

0 0 

© © 

117 

Factories  Acts 

0 © 

0 © 

© • 

© © 

0 0 

© © 

0 0 

0 0 

© 0 

65 

Spoilbanks  0 . » » 

© 0 

0 © 

© 0 

© © 

© 0 

0 0 

© © 

© 0 

© 0 

60 

Schools  o © o o 

0 0 

O © 

0 0 

© © 

© © 

0 0 

© © 

0 0 

0 © 

42 

Petroleum  Acts  o « 

© 0 

0 © 

10 

Verminous  premises  o„ 

0 0 

© © 

• © 

© © 

0 © 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

© 0 

175 

Swimming  baths  o » 

0 0 

0 • 

• © 

© © 

0 0 

© 0 

0 0 

© © 

0 0 

62 

Re-visits  (preliminary 

and 

statutory  notices) 

0 0 

0 © 

© © 

0 • 

1571 

Market  <, « .0 

© 0 

0 0 

© © 

© © 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

© 0 

© © 

194 

Rodent  control  0 . 

© 0 

O © 

5752 

Air  raid  shelters  0 0 

0 0 

© 0 

© © 

0 © 

0 © 

17 

Clean  Air  „ „ 0 . 

O 0 

9 O 

© © 

© © 

© 0 

© 0 

© • 

0 © 

0 • 

50 

Miscellaneous  (interviews, 

etc) 

© © 

© 0 

© 0 

0 9 

0 0 

0 0 

© © 

1042 
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